
"The best drive of the MINI bunch is
the John Cooper Works version
because no one expects such a small
car to perform so well," Fenyes says. 

Personally, I haven’t driven the JC
Works but the Cooper S I drove
between Tofino and Nanaimo, B.C.
sure embarrassed a Corvette driver.
The roads are twisty with lots of blind
corners and broken pavement. The
longest straight was probably just over
300 metres, but some of the bends
were minor and you could actually see
what was coming. It was on one of
these longer straights that I managed
to get by the ‘Vette before he noticed
and then the quick handling of the
MINI kept me out in front. I got far
enough ahead in the corners that he
couldn’t get by me before the next set
of corners came up. Talk about
putting a grin on my face! Imagine
this experience in the John Cooper
Works, which is quicker and handles
better.

Driving the regular MINI Cooper was
just as fun, but in a different way. The
test car I drove had the five speed
manual and white stripes over a
gorgeous blue exterior. Heads turned

no matter where I went. Young, old,
kids with licences, kids without – it
didn’t matter. I knew I had hit the
right combination when a crusty
Commissionaire set aside his scowl,
grinned and gave me a thumbs up.
Best of all, the Cooper had enough
power to make it fun to drive around
town and on the highway, I just had
to use the gear lever a bit more than
in the Cooper S. 

Inside, the MINI sports two
comfortable bucket seats up front.
The interior is wide enough so that
I’m not rubbing shoulders with the
front passenger. At the Cooper S
level, leather trim and heated seats
are optional. In the rear a split folding
bench seat can hold two more. If the
front seat occupants are a bit long of
leg, leg room in the rear will be
severely curtailed. By a light
compromise in driving position,
we were able to fit four in acceptable
comfort (keeping in mind that my
teenagers always complain about
something).

Regular instrumentation is not
necessarily driver friendly, as the
speedometer is like the original – a

single large dial in the middle of the
dash easily seen by wives and others in
the car. If you order the navigation
package, the speedo’ and other
instruments are put in two smaller,
steering wheel mounted gauges.

The MINI’s marketing package is fun
too. In fact, this is where Fenyes hits a
home run with his MINI Girls. "My
MINI Girls are a flashback to a wilder,
more open time. They attract
attention and have to be able to
promote the cars. The MINI is about
being outrageous and getting
noticed." 

And getting noticed is something
Fenyes should know. His dealership,
MINI of Saskatoon, placed first in
Canada and third in a worldwide
dealer contest on the knowledge of
MINIs. 

So, for outrageous fun in a MINI,
visit your local dealer and be prepared
to have your socks blown off.
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Fuelled by strong
commodity prices, record
levels of equity and
favourable royalty and tax
legislation changes, the
oil and gas industry in
Saskatchewan enjoyed a
record year in 2003.
Drilling rates for oil and gas wells
increased by 19% in 2003, with 4,189
wells drilled versus 3,517 wells drilled
in 2002. This activity was 6% higher
than the previous drilling record set in
1997. The majority of the increase
can be attributed to a more than
600% increase in the number of
natural gas wells drilled over the past
six years. (see graph below)

Driving the Saskatchewan
Economy
Saskatchewan is the second highest oil
producing province in Canada and the
third highest natural gas producing
province. The oil and gas industry is a
major economic driver in the province

of Saskatchewan. It is the largest
contributor to the province’s Gross
Domestic Product, generating
approximately 8% of total annual
GDP.  

On an annual basis, the oil-gas
industry contributes between $1.5
billion and $2 billion to the
Saskatchewan economy through
investment in exploration and
development. In 2002-2003, more
than $1 billion in royalties,
production tax and land sale revenues
were generated. Approximately 400
oil and gas companies operate in
Saskatchewan, generating more than
23,000 direct and indirect jobs.

Opportunity for Investors

From an investment perspective, the
oil and gas industry offers a unique
opportunity to realize capital gains
and an extraordinary return on
investment. It is common in the
industry to build value within a
company and realize that value
through a merger, a sale or a public
offering of shares. Many of the oil
and gas companies operating in
Saskatchewan are among the top
performers in the industry.

TRINIDAD DRILLING LTD., active
in southern Saskatchewan, is an
example of a company that has
undertaken aggressive expansion
through the acquisition of smaller
complementary oil services
companies. In the past year, Trinidad
has completed two acquisitions
totalling more than $41 million to
increase the capacity and depth of its
operations. Trinidad is a publicly
traded company and has one of the
top performing Income Trusts in
Canada.  

ROMULUS EXPLORATION INC.
is another example of typical investment
activity within the Saskatchewan oil and
gas industry. The company was
founded in 2003 by an experienced
management team that had built their
predecessor company, Empire Energy
Inc., from start-up to production of
nearly 1,800 barrels of oil per day.
Empire was sold for $31 million in
April 2002. Les Guzowski, President
& CEO of Romulus Exploration, is
confident that Romulus will be as
successful as Empire. In 2003, its first
year of operation, the company
realized a 100% drilling success rate
and secured 25,000 acres of land to
ensure future exploration potential in
Saskatchewan.

Due to its nature and reliance on
contracted services, the oil and gas
industry has had significant economic
impact on many rural communities
including Estevan, Swift Current,
Kindersley and Lloydminster. In
addition, many Saskatchewan First
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Avalon Resources Ltd. drilling in northwestern Saskatchewan
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Nations are able to contribute to oil
and gas activity. For example,
AVALON RESOURCES LTD. has
been working with the Thunderchild
First Nation near Turtleford,
Saskatchewan to develop oil and gas
reserves on Thunderchild lands. This
activity generates royalty payments
and potential service jobs. Financial
contributions from Avalon, as well as
other oil and gas companies working
in the area, have helped support the
development of community-based
projects such as the local school and
community centre.

Provided a competitive investment
climate is maintained, the oil and gas
industry has the potential to be a
major engine of economic growth in
the province for many years to come.
A combination of competitive royalty
rates and access to capital through
Saskatchewan venture capital funds
encourages oil and gas companies to
explore for, develop and produce oil
and gas in the province.

Golden Opportunities Fund Inc. is
Saskatchewan’s First and Largest
Provincial Labour-Sponsored Venture
Capital Corporation. To date, the Fund
has raised more than $33 million for
investment in Saskatchewan growth
companies. It has invested 30% of its
diversified portfolio in the oil and gas
sector.  These investments have
provided returns of more than 53% to
the Fund, more than twice industry
index returns, providing yields that
stabilize unit values as well as capital
gains opportunities. 

Golden Opportunities Fund is proud
to be an investor in Trinidad Drilling
Ltd., Avalon Resources Ltd., Romulus
Exploration Inc., Octane Energy
Services Ltd., Quartus Energy Limited
and Upton Resources Inc. The Fund’s
first oil and gas investment in Empire
Energy Inc. was sold in 2002 for a 60%
capital gain.

Golden Opportunities Fund’s
investment in small and medium sized
Saskatchewan companies focuses on
long-term capital appreciation, affecting
hundreds of workers, their families and
communities. 

Its graceful concrete sails soar over
200 feet above the harbour, a dazzling
white against the perennially blue sky.
The image is unrivalled. 
Few landmarks, with the possible exception of the Eiffel Tower,
Taj Mahal and Tower of Pisa, so immediately, so clearly identify
where you are as the vaulted roofline of the Sydney Opera House.
The facility opened in 1973. Only then did the naysayers and
doubters who had dogged its tortuous 14-year construction
period finally fall silent. The Opera House was, and still is, one of
the world’s most audacious architectural designs. It set the stage
for Australia’s bold claim on the world’s imagination, a claim it
isn’t about to give up anytime soon. 

Sydney’s
Brash Charm
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